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| [Tele. Room
2'f Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau ef Investigatien
Waghington, DC

Dear Mr Hoover:

I represent philoscpher-novelist Ayn Rand’in matters involving the ";
pretection of her name, -her intellectual property and the integrity l‘
of her ideas. !

One such matter is an incident 2llegedly involvin; the F.B.I. in
Kansas, which recently ceme tc my attention.

"l

Public Library in Olathe, Kansas, about-elgnteen months a2go the

F.B.1. asked for and receilved from his library a2 list of peo »

wh ave read Atlas Shrusred, 2 novel written by Miss Rend.
#ecei ved Informztion that the F.B.I. hzd even more pecently
{checkeo the Gardner Library for the same purpose. Further;" thg,

Olethe D-ily News, which reported the incident, apparently was told 4
by the Tocal F.B.I. office that the incildent never took place. gs )

v‘

Such an inquiry about the readers of Miss Rand's books - if‘conducted
by the F.B.I. -- 18 derogatory on ites face because it puts Miss Rand

in the category of a suspect person, perhaps a political subversive.
On the other hand, if someone is impersonating the F.B.I, I am

}nccordin« Lo g bof the Olsthéi .

sure you would rezard it in your interests -- as well as Misg:Rand's --
to investigate the incident. .;~
B > -~ <

in the hopes that you can shed some lir on thig matter. . |

vl ¢4 TREE 4/7, ) 535‘052 _Z

1y
18 SEP /; 1967

.o-/
e o

I would appreciate hearing from your ofgije as soon 28 posgilble S

BEST COP‘{ AVA\.AB\.E EZa04

—————
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my atténtion, =
T3 ~ s
r = Sincerely yours, Qy

Sullivan - -
Tave} ———b/, C/
Trotter ’ .
P AL roow T3 recerype unir )

BOpte-ber‘B; 1967

ve=: SN |
¥ith regard to the subject -ntter'bfﬁyour

letter of August 30, 1967, our Kansas City Office advises
no record of such investigation could be. located,

I am consequently referring this matter to
our Kansas City Office for investigation under the -
Impersonation Statute, If you have any further questions
concerning this matter, you should feel free to contact . -
our Special Agent in Charge, 707 United States Courthouse
Builqing, Kansas City, Missouri 64106,

>

* ' ___¥ appreciate your bringing this situation to ¥

SEP 8 1967

COMM-EB} .

_J. Edgar Hoovat

John Edgar Hoover
Director -

1 - Kansas City (Enclosure)

violation of the ImpeFfsonation Statute, e e
. . NF DY e b By e

Sl o o R

30y »L SEE NOTE PAGE TVWO,...
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NOTE SAC, KANSAS CITY: Enclosed for Kansas City 1s copy of a
etter Irom dated August 30, 1967, . You-should =
conduct investigation.to determine whether there has been a



NOTE:

- _ who states he represmts novelist
-Ayn Rand, advises that about 18 months agQ, the FBI
obtained from a library¥n"Olathe, Kansas, a 1list of
people who have read Atlas Shrugged and more recently
obtained a similar 1ist from another library, Telephonic
~contact with the Kansas City Office, SAC Dissly, advises
no onsequently, the above letter is being sent

to and SAC, Kansas City is being instructed
to op an impersonation case,

PR




L e e A i 30 s B Y i et At NN et ittt gLt S N

. OPTIONAL PORM NO. 10 .
i MAY 1962 EDITION :
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UNITED STATES GOY")NMENT

Memorandum -

 9/20/67

2 gramimrr ] T FeRR

. DIRECTOR, FBI

‘m ) : : " ’ - ' e | . . . .
FROM ‘4AH§y SAC, KANSAS CITY (47-4917)

SUBJECT:. - UNKNOWN SUBJECTS;
Alleged Impersonation

COMPLAINANT
A

T e e
et S

\6}//

00: KC

Reference is made to the captioned complainant's
letter to the Director, dated August 30, 1967 and the Director's
response to him, dated September 8, 1967.

o The Bureau furnished a copy of each of the referenced
b/) : letters to Kansas City with instructions to conduct investigation
to determine whether or not there has been a violation of the
Impersonation Statute. :

In substance,—complained in his letter to the
Bureau that an investigation had apparently been conducted at

Olathe and Gardner, Kansas, relative /to a book, entitled Atlas
Shrugged, written by his client, AINE%AND_. He suggested that
such investigation places Miss RAND in the category of a "suspect
person" or a "political subversive". He alleged that information
received by him is that the investigation in this instance was
conducted by the FBI. He further suggested that if it was not
the FBI who conducted the investigation there then may be an
Impersonation matter requiring our attention.

b
In response, the Bureau informed- that there

is no record of such an investigation having been conducted by the
FBI by the Kansas City Office.

Investigation conducted by Kansas City has revealed the
following facts: BI-108 © &% ad /

A E:’- Bureau (Enc@NbL : : - A ‘
1 - Kansas City - . ' % SEP 22 1957/

o TSTONANBE  —=

S 9 Q 1967 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan
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In view of the above, Kansas City is conducting no
further investigation regarding the alleged Impersonation.

—is being separately advised that he should
direct hi 1ry to NIS and the NIS, Chicago is being made
aware of complaint, also by separate letter. Copies

of the pertinent letters in this regard are enclosed herewith
for the information of the Bureau.




STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUICEV SRR

~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

707 .United States Court House ™ A .

Kansas City, Missouri - 64106 . V¢
September 20, 1967 '

[ N L. -

PPN R

&

b ST IR
ChRERS

Please refer to your letter, dated August 30, 1967, to
J. Edgar Hoover, Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and
his response to you, dated September 8, 1967.

With regard to the subject matter of your letter of
August 30, 1967, referenced above, I wish to confirm that no such
" investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
I have determined, however, that such an inquiry was, in fact, con-
ducted by the United States Naval Investigative Service in the
latter part of 1965. ’

I have taken the liberty of forwarding'a copy of your
letter of August 30, 1967, to the Naval Investigative Service for
whatever action may be deemed appropriate by that agency.

I suggest to you that in the event you have any further
inquiry in this regard, you should direct such inquiry to the
Commanding Officer, Naval Investigative Service, Room 900, U. S.
Customs House, 610 S. Canal Street, Chicago, Illinois 60607.

Sincerely yours,

1 - Addressee - . - _ A
Bureau : . _ KARL W. DISSLY

- Kansas City (47-4817) Special Agent in Chargg

g -
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UNI€ D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

. FEDERAL BUREAT OF mvasucrrxoﬁ ”ﬁ? o

In Reply, Please Referto ‘707 United States Court House
File No. A , ‘Kansas City, Missouri - 64106
4 . September 20 1867

U. S. Naval Investzgat;ve Service Offxca
Ninth Naval District

Room 800, U. S. Customs House

610 South Canal Street

Chicago, Illinois 60607

-

R
Relf”“l

Dear Sir: S : L AF e —

i a copy of a letter, dated
of New York City
ureau ol Investigation.

I have determined that the subject matter of_
letter does not involve a matter handled by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, but does, in fact, concern an investlgatxon conducte

by your Resident Agency at Kansas Clty, Misscuri, in late 1965,
captioned as above.

e

Please find enclosed
August 30, 1967, from Attorney
to the Dlrector of the Federal

38 has been appropriately advised in this regard

This matter is being referred to you for whatever action
you may deenm appropriate.

- . Sincerely yours,

. R i . - h “

% ' KARL W. DISSLY

. i e s ..s0-. . Special Agent in Charge

Enclosure (1) o T e .

2 - Addressee “iEn o T il e e R ERTRRNE S #
Bureau ) L S Sl

R — as City (u7—4917)
o W T

b

-
-

ENCLOSURE | 2



:Director, FBI
PKOM% sac, New York

SUBJBCT.(;%MN TAL!""
INFORYATION COWCERVING
Bursau -file - 94-36511

/ P Transmtted herewith for the information of the Bureau is the November
1947 issue of "PLAIN TALK", P“L
ﬁ).l :,,d—(,b- - ' a
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s1e Office Memorandim -

/n s .
Mr. Nicho}\s,‘ o PATB: ]10-24-47
2360627 | g

« PROM : y, 4 nes * - o &OIPﬂ‘ . Coffey
SUBJECT: . Pan | Au’ mem cmﬂ f )k
ormation Concerning EERBN ly ij R %S"‘:{u rd”’n}

, There is no in;formation of valué in our files
concerning this individual. ' '

R Viss mand is the author of the boak."The ¥ ol
This book is the dramatic story of three men and one woman told
against the backdrop of New York's architectural sky line. It
is ¢ love atery revelving around a young architect and his 1
ego. The book was published in 1943 and received enthusiastic 35

: support in literory circles as well as with the general public. )
) (o hsiNa) ' 21. ‘ '
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* Federal Burean of Inuestioon
ﬁmtch Statzs Bepartmtnt of !ustx:e

los Ange]es, Cahfornia

m B s SR T XL RSNy Y

PERSC\AL AI'D co:rf'::‘r.-:z'rz;*.x,

s It has come to thev;ttention of this ofﬁce ‘that soms of° e
Andividuals ‘within“the motion picture industry who are to -be ‘subpoenaed
=ito’ Washington A5 witnesses in the House Un-American Activities Committee -
'hes.rmg later ‘this month desire” to meet the Director, ~4f possible,” and- to
-take s '“,They my cnll you while in Washington. Su.

RAVD iea- novelist who is known
being “The Fountainhead". and "We the
n''and birth but i8 now a citizen of -this

SRRAND published & booklet which wag designed

fory .hn'nisb;ng -information” concerning the type of COmmumst propaganda used in .
’i‘rhis booklet: ‘was distriduted to" producers and publishers.

¥It 18 her intention to‘x.estu‘y pefore the House’ COmittee -regarding the -eon=

REST COPY AVAILABLE
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I have reccived your letter dated November 5, S o

1961, with its enclosure, and your interest in furnishing X o=

this information and affording me the benefit of your
obscrvations is indeed appreciated,

It is not possible for me to advise you of the

. results of any inquiry which this Bureau may conduct, A
regulation of the Department of Justice prohibits the dis-

closure of such information to other than appropriate

agencies in the executive branch of the Federal Governnent,

There are enclosed several items of literature
available for distribution by the FBI concerning the menace
of communism which you may like to read,

; - Sincerely yours, = -
S MAILED 20 L Edgar Hoover - I
"3 A NI . () ar Hoover
» COMM-FBI : Director - = -~

Enclosures - 4

iy

&

i

g Sullivap —— .
“(77 _1 . Tovel

‘% Trotter

( Tele. Room

2 Ingram

* L Gandy

¥
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. Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning the
correspondent. The enclosure to corresgondent S letter was a
copy of a letter he has written to the “Saturday Evening Post"
obJecting to an article in that magazine concerning Ayn Rand.

~ The article mentioned by corre ondent concerni
; Ayn Rand which appeared in the "Saturday Evening Post" has been
reviewed and does not appear to be cmunist propaganda, The
article indicates she is an athéist and discusses her cult of
ongctivism based upon her theory that 'Honey is the root of all
good,” _ ; , ; | R

~
-

Tbe following itens of literature were sent to the
correspondent, : - -

1, *The Comunist Party Line*
2, "The Deadly Contest" |
3. *Faith in God = Our Auswer To Commmisa™/}’x %157 )
. 4, : Director's statement re Internal Securiu 4—-17—61.
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November 5, 1961

Csdltor
Saturday Evening Post - o L

Curtis Publishing Company S
Independence Sguare . R
Philedolphia 5, Pa.

Dear Sirs

‘ Just recontly I've becorme sensitive to what is ealled, "logie
tight osrpartments"j Miss Rend's Objectivism 1s one such,.

. In attempting to objeect to her ant atheirm" on grounds
of falith, the attacker would find hinmself on shaky logieel ground
beeczuce Taith 1s founded o subjective phenomena assumed to be valid
on an individuzl but not on any universsl or even commu icable basis.
Feith ir this rerpect 1s abstract, .and attempting to dislodge the
conerete with the abstrsot proves quite diffiocult, so Ifve deoided
t. ettack on elt gether difrferent beses,

(1) Mies Rand's extrovertive essousal of arche-capitaelism evidenced
b7 her statement, "Monoy is the root of all good.", seems to plsce
her in a definite enti-commmnist position « or s> she would heve us
believe, T. further cclor her stand in this wise she comments of
Bolshevism, "I knew it wes evil", and complains of "heving a& thin
time of it because the cormunist influence there (Lollywood) was t>0
strong." These phrascs paint a seeningly positive background
egainat wiich we find her eentral idea « that of Objectivisnm,

(2) "“whatever exists exists inde=pendent of any perceiver; man
czn perocive and understand reality, but only torough rcason -
intuition, emotion, foith have no velidity as paths to knowledge."
From thie article I find thot Atlas Shrugeed oombines Idoas 1 and 2
in suech overwhelming eomplexity at an extremely intelligent reader
would be sorely vexed in sttempting even s sursory anelytioal oritique,

If an individual secepts this block of hardcned logie in the
form of ideans 1 plus 2 he takes & ride wilth capitalism (he thinks)
and admits to himsclf that all reality ic externsl or objective,

Now s~ far this doesn't seem too bad, but let's enalyze what happens
if we disnagree, . Cean

(a) 4o disagree with the i{dea, "Money 1s the rcot of all good.2 il
nekes a sensitive, self conscious person think that he is entiecape-
italism or even Just 8li: htly pink, especially if money is to be . _
equated with or accepted to be the symbol of eapitalism, .

(b) T: dlsagree with the idem that man can perceive reality calses
an irdividual to doubtzhe questions his own vslues and becoines
insecure about his own mental ability, ‘

In other words « if you do not accept the tenets of the doetrine
you begin to have serious trouble with your mertal attitudes end -
thinkirge Thi: should be tlie first clue to you that there is somee
thirng inherently wrong with it, 4 , o
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Point 2s -

Money 18 & medium of exchnnge; it ir erysterlligzed servicecs
or pgoods, Iis use simplifies trade and re-lieves man of the burden

~ of the bulky barter eyetem by crsating a value which is universslly

recnhgniged and is ezcier t> tronsiort by virtue of its smaller
nass, At tre preeant level of development of $ndustrial civile
izatio: in the world money is & neccrsity. It 1s'not, ropoat not
t. be understond &8s ¢ symbu)l for aryti.ing,

Foint 2% ‘

Ferce - tion 1s a thought process} tiioughts sre subjective and
irternel not objective and external. If you define your reanlity
as bel.m nnly that whiel: you percoive tuarough your eenseg ‘hen you
are denying your ow: internal existerice ond denyingz the oxistence

~>f thourht becguse thiurht ies n erczived it is rubhjective
understoode. All of §3u§ percegggogs ¢re internal an Jsub ective

and your thoughits about these ilLings e-nstitute your r-ality,
lilss Rand's Objectivism is cn exccllent exumnle of classicel
d :ubletalk. 1t eanint be tccopted i whinle »r in part wi'h.ut
very tr-ublesome mantal inc-nsiste:cies for a free “lLinking indie
vidual beecause it is sgainst the grein of free hunen naturec,
Fr. Karl Morx, history's groatert prafessionsl eorchead,
¢ 1nlsined until he eoposcd a dirge rinilar in neny reepects to

‘Rand's d able rymphony. Her verbsl harmony seems t~ sell vell,

but if yosu buy her ree wds sud listen beecaurc you think you need
it you'll s-~on be d~.ci' g to har tune. lLisr pr-jecti~:: is 2
peretrzlinz prise and cha Is quite obvinurly wsll disciplined =
thhe~~ thinme intersast tose whin are in neec¢ »f strong le~dership
(tr:ds n-plies larpely ¢t the young) and stirmii (thic spplies
t: elmist every-ne), If “iss Rznd's ra‘isnsl self-interest car
crurc you tn brlleve intelleetually tha! all reality is cexXternzl
cnd perceived tlien derial of your n:neneorceivadle self will be
giite loriesl, The gtep from this t- thet B being a completely
sltrulstie, thought rlesve, w:rker of the "people's ropublic"
with e mplete deniel of irdividuslity is au ecey one.

If ¥ies Aand ie rnot a corrmunist as she s-ys ehe is not, then
'@ hos baecrn led down thic rosy path snd is fuilty of very inconme
pletes tuinking, beceus~ & esrcful rceder eon s=e the suds still
clinging to> the brain, :

rreedom is the richt of the individual t» resct t- his

perceptione without peing restriocted t- a particular view or a

pariicular reection, :
Physicrl freedom 18 irpossible without mentsl freedom.
Objectiviem and eommui:iar are both nental and phyriesl

glavery becaure they rcetriet the individual to a particular

View. ° ’ o

My recarde t» ir, Kobler for s cléar and uuderstaﬁdable
article., I'm q:ite elated that I didn't find Rand in your

“®people ~n their way up" department,

Sirecerely,

P.Se Itve cont copiés to the Pe3,1le 2n
sfhionld rasd this =leo,
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Miss Gandy.

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover Au. ‘“Hm\*\“‘{mu BG“TMNEB =

Federa1 Buresu of TnvesttgastorfTRE Y 1 ALASSHIED

S
Dear Mr. Hoover: . | gég%wysﬂ&‘

In the article "Hoover of the FBI," in the September 25,

1965 issue of The Saturday Evening Post, there appears

the sentence (page ©2): "Hoover disavows the ultraconserva-
tive political label, terms himself an 'objectivist,' etc..o"

I would like very much to know whether you meant that you
agree with my philosophy of Objectivism - or whether you
used that term in some different meaning. Forgive me for
attaching any sort of even provisional credence to that
article, which I regard as extremely unfair, in a magazine
for which I have no respect at all., I would like to know
the truth for obvious reasons - since an Objectivist such
as yourself would be more than welcome.

: Regardless of your answer, that is, without presuming that
that statement is necessarily true, I should like very much
to meet you - to discuss a personal-political problem. If e
you firid it possible to give me an appointment, I would come [/ _.- .
to Washington at any time at your convenience. ~f -

Sincerely yours,

¢
8

£
B

f\Cape Do ~355~/£~ i{ﬁQQ(‘llll

B T e e e s b e o ¢ e e v N e ot e o



«—Recerftly the FBI has been keeping a _é!gﬁ:_cye N
on the ultraright Minutemen. Although Hoover is
a towering hero to much of the right, the founder
of the Minutemen, Robert DePugh, flatly refused
- 1o furnish the FBI with a list of his membership.
“Jt could serve as an assassination list for the . .
~ Communists when they take over,” says DePugh, \
. who belicves that the “take-over” is inevitable, ‘
~+ Hoover or no Hoover. Despite the tendency of
* many liberals to lump Hoover with his far-right
ladmlrers, Hoover disavows the u]traconservatwe
- political label, terms himself an *“objectivist,” and

has publicly declared that he *“has no respect” for
«the extremist notions of Robert Welch, founder of..
the John Birch Society. “I know Mr. Hoover says
that about Mr. Welch,” says Birch public-relations
girector John Rousselot sadly. “But we still have , 1
hlgh regard for him and the FB1.”

e

Excerpt from the article ""Hoover of the FBI, "
9-25-65 issue of "The Saturday Evening Post."

=Tl !"f L3
' :*'-h-"‘ e ; 'ASiLB

{
£
\



s e
¢ e}
"o )
-
"
’
. we—
! ‘
+
e,
-’

_ l 8 s é’,a" 9563 /. Slmwylal_."uoe

hE*d

“Tho.Objactivist Newslatter, . Au Mrwwu commm
New vork, new Yo soote DEREH 5 GHELASSIFED
BATE.2)22] = BV

\

o I have never stated that Iam an objectivist however,
I have always made every effort to maintain an impartial, balanced
perspective and judge matters in the light of the facts rather than
preconceived notions.

\ ' . With respect to your request, I regret that the pressure

; / of my official schedule precludes my making an appointment to see you.
. If you wish tg speak to one of my Assistants when you are in Washington,
please feel free to communicate with Assistant Director Robert E. Wick,
eithey by letter addressed to him directly here at FBI Headquarters,
NinthStreet d1d Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20585,
‘ . or telephonically at EXecutive 3-7100, extension 691, He will be glad to
« " render whatever assistance he can. MIam in my office at the time of

" / your visit, you may be sure it will be a pleasure to talk to you.
MAILED 7 - Bincerely yours,
JAii 1 41956 V' 3 Bagar Hover

COMM.FR]
ew York - Enclosure

- Enclosure (sent with cover memo)
ck nclosure (sent with cover memo)
Enclosur% (sent with cover memo)

- Tour Room - Enclosure (sent with cover membo),..
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Dear Miss Rand; _ “Fot PP 230,02 -E
- I'received your letter of January 8th and want to thank g
you for the interest in writing. =

RS

rer__—NOTE: See D, C.-Morrell to Mr, Wick, memorandum ﬂated 1-13-66 captioned
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ie, Room c—u—

FROM . D.’ C. Morrelpk ‘ ) . . Holmes

Gandy

SUBJECT:  REQUEST TO MEET THE DIRECTOR
AYN _
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

By letter dated January 8th to the Director, captioned individual
U/)(/ referred to the Septembey/, 1965, issue of "The Saturday Evening Post" wherein
. the article on the Director contains the statement to the effect that he terms
himself an *'objectivist. " '

( Captioned individual requests to be informed whether the Director
meant that he agrees with her philosophy of Objectivism or whether he used the
term in a different meaning. She states that she would like to know since an
Objectivist such as the Director would be more than welcome. The Director has
noted "I have never said I was an "objectivist" whatever that is. H" h

Captioned individual states that she would like to meet the Director
to discuss a personal political problem and that she would come to Washington at )
any time at the Director's convenience, if he would give her an appointment. ~

Captioned individual is a well-known writer and lecturer and her
books include such publications as "The Fountainhead™ and "Atlas Shrugged. '
The publication '"Who's Who of American Women" describes her as an exponent
of the philosophy objectivism. She was born in Russia in 1905 and attended
private schools including the University of Leningrad.

-
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Morrell to Wick memo

HWRE: REQUEST TO MEET THE DIRECTOR
AYN RAND
NEW YORK, NEW YORK

In 1947, captioned individual testified before the House Committee
on Un-American Activities regarding communist infiltration of the motion picture
industry. She is self-admittedly an anti-communist.

b/)(/ In 1957,-sent the Director a copy of Ayn Rand's book
""Atlas Shrugged! .

{ Bufiles contain no information on the philosophy of objectivism
other than references to md1v1dua1s who subscribe to the "Objectivist Newsletter"
by Ayn Rand.

As indicated in the attached excerpt from "The Saturday Evening
Post" article to which captioned individual refers, it is noted that it does contain
the statement that the Director terms himself an "objectivist.” It is felt, however,
that in this instance it means that the Director ‘maintains an open-minded outlook
unc olored by any preconceived conclusions.

/ It is not felt that the Director would want to take time from his
busy schedule {0 sée captioned individual, and she will be advised that the Director's
commitments preclude his making an appomtment. She will also be advised that,
if she desires to come to FBI Headquarters to speak to one of the Director's
Assistants, to contact you (Mr. Wick). She will also be advised that the D1rector
has never stated that he is an "objectivist" but has always tried to main :
balanced perspective uncolored by preconceived notionsj} | H"’“‘* T e '\ﬂ M} ‘[

"'n i 2 3‘

RECOMMENDATIONS: A HERE: = % SSNED
. BAFE,zp}j___ny srg

(1) That the Director not take time from his busy schedule to see
~ captioned md1v1dual :

' (2) That the attached letter go forward expressing the Director's
regrets and advising her to contact you (Mr Wick) if she desu-es to come to FBI
Headquarters.
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' . . ! MR. TOLSON___________
po-s OFFICE OF DJRSeTER - MR DELOACH ! ;
' 'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION °  wn. wa TERs £
UNLZED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE MR :

July 13, 1970 uk. .

The a}tached copy of the paperback un. conman |
book "For the New Intellectual" by = MhwrmY

Ayn Rand is inscribed to the iy

Director as followi. \ "3'nm‘“g¥ w::}:‘una

Waver
"TodJd. E. Hoover t e ‘) u“ LM@A»__

from
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There was no return address on

the envelope and the postmark is
not clear.
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